August 11: Allied attachés at the Ostersund airshow

”The flying blowlamp”, the Vampire jet, made yet another appearance at the F4 air force wing airshow at their Froson base on Sunday 11. It started as a rainy and windy day but in the afternoon sun broke through the clouds. 

Thousands of spectators, including the US and UK defence attachés, saw the J-21 (the unique Swedish-built fighter with a pushing propeller in the aft), US-built Mustangs and, finally, the Vampire. ”The contrail of burnt kerosene painted a brown trail on the ground, there was a smell of burnt grass and - whooosh - the flying blowlamp was up in the air... Taking off and reaching 2.000 meters in 6-7 seconds was apparently no act of magic, but yet it seemed fantastic.”  

Source: Östersunds-Posten, August 12.


